< EPA

Del Amo
Proposed Superfund Site

United States Enviranmental Protection Agency, Region IX, San Francisco

Torrance, California

May 1992

EPA Reaches Agreement at Del Amo Site
Sampling Program to Begin

The purpose of this fact sheet is to
update you on current activities at the
Del Amo site. OnMay 7, 1992, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) signed an agreement with Shell
Oil Company (Sheil) and the Dow
ChemicalCompany (Dow), whereby the
two companies agreed to investigate
contarmunation at the Del Amo site lo-
cated in Los Angeles, California (see
Figure).

This investigation is an extension of
work at the site which was started by
the California Department of ToxicSub-
stances Control (DTSC). The EPA in-
vestigation will cover a larger area than
the onginal state investigation. Recent
field work at the site began during the
week of May 11, 1992 in a residential
area south of the site (bordered by
Normandie Ave. on the east, Vermont
Ave. on the west, Del Amo Blvd. on the
north and Torrance Blvd. on the south).

This fact sheet briefly summarizes
the site history, describes known con-
tamination at the site, outlines work at
the site in the near future, provides a
number to call for questions regarding
the site, and includes a mailing coupon
which you can use to add your name to
the site mailing list in order to receive
future updates on the site.

SITE HISTORY

In 1942, the U.S. Government con-
structed a facility, located on about 280
acres of land, to produce synthetic rub-
ber. This faality actually consisted of
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three separate plants; two of the plants were used to manufacture raw matenais
for the rubber making process, and the third was used to combine the materials to
produce the synthetic rubber. From 1942 to 1955, the plants were operated for the
government by private companies, including Shell, Dow and several others. [n
1955, the facility was sold to Shell, which operated the facility through 1969. In
1972, thefacility was dismantled and the property sold toadevelopment company.
Mostof the area where the synthetic rubber manufacturing facility was located has
since been developed as an industrial park.

In 1985, DTSC began investigating contamination of a 3.7-acre portion of the
site where disposal areas were known to exst (see Figure). These dlqusal areas
consisted of three evaporation ponds and six disposal pits where certain wastes
generated at the facility were disposed. One of the evaporation ponds was
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excavated by the landowner during the mid-1980s. In 1988,
Shell, Dow and G.P. Holdings (one of the development
companies) reached an agreement with DTSC where the

companies agreed to perform an environmental investiga-
tion of the disposal areas.

InJuly 1991, EPA proposed the Del Amosite to be added
to EPA’s National Priorities List (NPL), a list of the nation’s
most hazardous sites. Shortly after that, the DTSC turned
over regulatory responsibility for the site to EPA. The
boundaries of the proposed Superfund site have not yet been
defined; however, the area to be studied will include the 280
acres where the rubber manufacturing faality was located
and any other areas where site-related contamination exists.

INVESTIGATION RESULTS TO DATE

Previous sampling conducted within the 3.7-acre dis-
posal area confirmed the presence of soil and groundwater
contammunation. Waste and soil in the disposal areas contain
high concentrations of chemicals known as polynuclear aro-
matic hydrocarbons (including styrene, anthracene and naph-
thalene) and volatile organic compounds (VOCs), including
benzene, ethylbenzene and toluene. These chemicals are by-
products of the synthetic rubber manufacturing process.
Many of the compounds are known or suspected cancer
causing chemicals (carcinogens).

The shallow groundwater beneath the site is contami-
nated by VOGCs and other chemicals. Atleast one groundwa-
ter monitonng well on the Del Amo site (see Figure for
location) has nearly pure benzene floating on the water table.
Another monitoring well to the south of the disposal area (see
Figure for location) has petroleum floating on the water table.
The watertable beneath the site is typically present at adepth
of 60 to 70 feet below the ground surface. Furthermore,
groundwater contaminated with chlorobenzene and other
chemicals from the Montrose Chemical Company Superfund
site (see Figure for location), has merged with contamination
from the Del Amo site.

During February 1992, EP A conducted a survey of sewer
lines and storm drains to confirm that gases at combustible
levels were not present.

Shallow groundwater in the vicinity of the site is not
used as adrinking water source. Drinking waterwells
in the area do not appear to be impacted by the Del
Amo site. Furthermore, investigations conducted so
far indicate that the Del Amo site, in its present
undisturbed condition, has a low air quality impact
on the surrounding area.

Det Amo Supertund Site

May 1997

WORK AGREEMENT

Under the agreement reached with EPA, Shell and Dow
will perform several tasks at the site under EPA oversight.
EPA hasidentified two separatestudy areas. Oneisa3.7-acre
area where disposal pits were located and the other study
area is the entire 280-acre parcel where the rubber manufac-
tunng faality was located as well as other areas where site
related contamunants may exst:

¢ Shell and Dow will complete a Focused Feasibulity Study
which will evaluate cleanup options for the 3.7-acre dis-
posal area. This Feasibility Study, which will use informa-
tion from the investigation started by the State as well as
additional information to be collected dunng this study, 1s
expected to be completed in about 1 %2 - 2 years. Following
the study, a cleanup remedy will be selected.

e Shell and Dow will also begin a Remedial Investigation
which wall look at the type and extent of soul and ground-
water contamunation associated with the area occupied by
the rubber manufacturing facility. The Remedial Investiga-
tion will be conducted in several phases:

1.The first phase will focus on areas of known sod and
ground water contamination. One prionty is to identify the
source and extent of the floating benzene product.

2.The second phase of the Remedial Investigation will
focus on identifying other areas of contamunation and
further defining the nature and extent of contamination.
The Remedial Investigation is expected to be completed in
about 2 ¥ years.

Shell and Dow will also perform a Feasibility Study,
which will evaluate cleanup alternatives for the entire site.
The Feasibility Study is expected to be completed in about
three years. Remedy selection will occure after this sudy is
complete.

Based on the results of the Remedial Investigation, EPA
will conduct a Risk Assessment to evaluate the threats to
human health and the environment posed by the site. The
Risk Assessment is scheduled to be compieted in about two
years.

UPCOMING FIELD WORK

During the week of May 11, 1992, Shell and Dow began
field work at the site. Contractors will conduct an investiga-
tion of the petroleum found in a monitoring well south of the
site. The objective of this investigation, which is expected to
take 3 - 4 months to complete, is to assess the source and
chemical nature of the petroleum. The investigation will
involve taking groundwater samples, soil samples, and sou
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gas samples. A small sampling truck will be used to collect
some of these samples. We expect all sampling to be done
within public streets and right-of-ways, and don’t expect to
need access to private property.

EPA doesn't anticipate safety problems. However, a
safety plan has been developed to respond to hazardous
releases, should they occur. As a worker safety precaution,
it is standard practice for all personnel working on-site to
wear appropriate protective clothing.

MONTROSE CHEMICAL COMPANY
SUPERFUND SITE

The Montrose Chemical Company Superfund site is
located next to the Del Amossite (See Figure 1). The Remedial
Investigation and the Feasibility Study for the Montrose site
is nearing completion. Extensive groundwater and soil

Def Amo Superfund Site

Pege 1

contamination by chlorobenzene and DDT, among other
chemucals, exast at this site. EPA is currently looking at ways
to coordinate the cleanup of the Del Amo and Montrosesites.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS INTERVIEWS

EPA is planning to informally interview a vanety of
community members in June. Our objective is to listen to
your concerns and issues about the Del Amo and Montrose
sites 1n order to help us communicate better with you when
planrung fact sheets and meetings.

lf you are interested in being interviewed, please contact
Andy Bain on our toll free number: (800) 231-3075 or wnte
him at the address listed below for more information.

e Incomporateq;

retum your cali.

Technical Assistance Grants (TAG):
A Community Relations Opportunity
EPA has @ community relations activity called the Technical Assistance Grants (TAG) Program. The
purpose of the TAG Program Is to assist community groups In Interpreting technical iInformation. Under this

program, one eligible group at each Superfund site may obtain one grant of up to $50,000 In federal
funds to provide technical assistance in understanding site documents. To be eiigible, a group must be:

* Able to meet a 20% matching funds requirement (In-kind contributions - l.e.. donated goods and
services are permissible), or obtain a watver of this requirement;

o Capable of preparing a pian to use technical assistance based on the schedule for preparing
cleanup plans and canying out the clean-up activities.

For more information about TAG. contact Andy Bain at 1-800/231-3075 and leave a message. He will

Name:

MAILING LIST

ifyou did not receive this Del Amo fact sheet in the mail and wouid like to be on our permanent site mailing

list. please fill out and retum this coupon to Andy Bain, U.S. EPA., Community Reiations Coordinator, 75
Hawthome Street, (H-1-1), San Francisco. CA 94105-3902
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ]

EPA encourages publicinput about the work we're doing. lf you have questions or concerns regarding the Del Amo
or Montrose site , please contact

Andy Bawn (H-1-1) Tom Dunkelman (H-7-1) Nancy Woo (H-7-1) Paula Brnun (E-2)
Commuruty Relations Dei Amo Project Manager Montrose Project Manager Media Contact
Coordinator (415) 744-2395 (415) 744-2394 (415) 744-1587
(415) 744-2184

or leave a message on EPA’s toll-free line: (800) 231-3075 and we will return your call as soon as possible. You may also |
choose to wnte anyone of us at this address (include the code next to our name):

U.S. EPA
75 Hawthorne St.
San Francisco, CA 94105

Unitea States Environmental Protection Agency

FIRST CLASS MAIL
Region 9

U.S. POSTAGE
75 Hawthorne Street (H-1-1) PAID
San Francisco, CA 94105 U.S. EPA

Attn: Andy Bain

Permit No. G-35

Official Business
Penaity for Private Use,
$300
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Look for recycting symbots on prod- TRADUCCION ADENTRO: ACUERDO PARA ESTUDIAR CONTAMINACION
ucts you buy  Such symbols iden-

ity recycied or recyciable prod- ENEL SITIO DEL AMO".
ucts. Support recycling markets by
buying products made from re-

cycled material. INSIDE: Investigation Agreement for Del Amo Superfund site

#

BOE-C6-0128849

R




DEL AMO / MONTROSE SITES
DHS ANNOUNCES HEALTH STUDY RESULTS

- RELEASED BY EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDIES SECTION

OF THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES
JANUARY 19688

3301 Torrance Bl -151 E. Carson Strest

Torrance, CA 90503 Carson, CA 90748

Vila Carson

23178 mm m Loy

Carson, CA 80745 Wimingion, CA 80744
MEETING

We wiil hoid a community meeting in the
auditorium of
1 826 W. Javeiin, Torrance, CA
90502 on Thursday, February 23th,
1988 at 7:00 PM. The purpose of the
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT THE
HEALTH STUDY AND ITS RESULTS
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Other Heaith Resuits

Q. Did people iiving In the Del Amo or
Montrose neighborhoods report more
symptoms than the comparison ares

residents?
A: Regardiess of area, most peopie (85 10 80%) did
not report since Iving in thelr

m.mmmmma
of reported odor detection. Theee sympoms included
siin rash, eye irtation, and earache. This suggests that
odor by tseff may be responsbie for some, but not al, of
the heatth probiems reported. '

Q: You asked about other health problems
pecpie may bhave experienced since living at
thelr current residences. Were there
differences between the neighborhoods
and the comparison neighborhoods In the
reporting of thees other prodblems?

F ntly reported Mlﬁ.' nditio al,‘n.cl."d.o’cl
) a co ns u
o MMW.WMom
problems, and accidents, akhough linesses reiated 10 all
the major body systems were reported by soms.

Q: How did poeph percelve their overall
-heath? ‘
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ToxiC

sites

at center of
big lawsuit

Abandoned plant made DDT

By Jim Raddiiffe 27515.1 %

STAFF WRITER 8 a ‘

Attorneys represen mg 107
Harbor Gateway residents filed
a lawsuit Thursday claimi 16
companies allowed a neigh
hood to become polluted, caul-
ing health problems and sup-
pressing property values.

“There’s an alarming number
of people with cancer and other
serious illnesses in the area,”
said Robert Mars, one of the
lawyers who filed the case.

The lawsuit involves two in-
dustrial sites.

lA World War [I-era chemical
ant sat on one property, near
PDel Amo Bohlovju,rd ‘and Ver-
mont Avenue, that is referred

3 th as"the Dol Amo Dump. Built

by the federal go t, the
synthetic mbbet lant .was op-
erated by’ prwat.e contucton

TOXIG: s
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until closing in 1968.

The other site, the closed
Montrose Chemical Corp. on
Normandie Avenue, used to
produce more DDT than any
other manufacturer in the
country and remains heavily
contaminated. The plant closed
in 1982 after 33 years.

The suit, filed in Los Angeles
Superior Court, alleges that
pollutants entered the water ta-
ble or were blown onto nsarby
properties. The homes, the suit
claims, are worth less because
of the pollution.

The defendants operated
businesses on the two toxic sites

TOXIC/B4

FROM PAGE Bl

pl.ll& dﬁlu iots and
should have quickly cleaned up
the «rEa, the suif contends.

* The businesses named in the

- lawsuit —either--couid - not be

reached _Thursday._.oz. declined
comment uptil seeing she com-
plaint. Defendants include the
Shell Oil Co., tK¢ Dow. Chemi-

_cal Co. and Monuose.

In May, Shell and Dow
agreed to spend up to $10 mil-
lion to study the pollution left
behind at the dump and in an
adjacent area since developed
into office buildings.

Health officials have said

that the DDT level found
around the 13-acre Montrose
site is not enough to harm most
people, even if they lived near-
by for 70 years.

Mars and attorney Major
Langer acquired clients by
mailing information explaining
the intention to sue. Mars has
used this strategy before to col-
lect other clients for South Bay
toxic-waste cases.

Asked how much the defen-
dants will seek, Mars said,
“$100 million is always a nice
figure. This one’s going to come
in big."

BOE-C6-0128854



